CHAPTER XI
HOW THE  PEOPLE  LIVED
IN New France there were no privileged orders^ This, indeed, was the most marked difference between the social organization of the home land and that of the colony. There were social distinctions in Canada, to be sure, but the boundaries between different elements of the population were not rigid; there were no privileges based upon the laws of the land, and no impenetrable barrier separated one class from another. Men could rise by their own efforts or come down through their own defaults; their places in the community were not determined for them by the accident of birth as was the case in the older land. Some of the most successful figures in the public and business affairs of New France, some of the social leaders, some of. those who attained the highest rank in the noblesse. came of relatively humble parentage. In France of the sixteenth and seventeenth
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